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PETER MAURIN 


LAZARUS HOUSE OPENS 7 


Jesus approached the tomb, It was 
a cave with a stone laid across 
it. "Take away the stone," Jesus 
directed, Martha, the dead man's 
Sister, said to him, “Lord, it 
has been four days now$; surely 
there will be a stench!" Jesus 
replied, "Did I not assure you 
that if you believed you would 
see the glory of God displayed?" 
They then took away the stone 
and Jesus looked upward and 
said, "Father, I thank you for 
having heard me, I know that you 
always hear me but I have said 
this for the sake of the crowd, 
that they may believe that you 
sent me," Having said this, he 


called loudly, "LAZARUS, COME OUT!" 


The dead man came out, bound hand 
and foot with linen strips, his 
face wrapped in a cloth, "Untie 
him,"' Jesus told them, "and let 
him go free. (John 11:38-44) 


Two years in the making-~but Laz- 
arus House is now open for hospital- 
ity. So many different hands have 
added to the effort I am hard pressed 
to remember them all. Of the people 
who were with the community when we 
bought the house only Norman and I 
remain in the city. As for my role 
in the whole affair, just call me 
doubting Martha--"Sure I believe, 
Lord, but the house has a stench!" 
There were many days in the last two 


by Frank Cordaro 


praying that the Lord would make 
known the right name at the right 
time, After a week picking up the 
drift from the basement the house 
named itself. 

It was about this time Norman 
joined us, He was on his way to Port- 
land to help with the CW there, 
Seeing our great need, he volunteered 
to stay on with us until the house 
was done, 

We were off and running, but not 
too fast. With this extra project 
we were open to taking on a few more 
people for the effort. That summer 
of 1980 was when the new registration 
for the draft began, That fall we had 
an abundance of young people who 
refused to register and needed some 
piace to be, grow in conscience and 
fell supported, I discovered what 
the generation gap was all about and 
that "rock and roll is here to stay". 
Of course none of us had the skills 
needed to rehab a house, but there 
was more than enough unskilled work 
to be done. I believe the whole first 
year was one of tearing down, taking 
out and hauling to the dump. A special 
thanks to Frank Scaglione of Artistic 
Maintenance for hauling most of our 
trash away. 

At first it was hard to get people 
just to come over and look at the 
place. Skilled helpers would be 
scared away with the overload of 
work to do. We had to ask people 


years I didn't believe = 


would live 
to see this house with one working 
bathroom, let alone serving the home- 
less. Most everyone I talked to said 
we were crazy for trying to bring 
this house back to life. 

The one who voiced a strong go- 


ahead for the house was Fr, Bert 
Wilwerding, God love Bert, if it 
weren't for his optimism we would 
never have touched the house, Along 
with the normal major repairs that 
go with bringing a house back from 
the dead--redoing the furnace, re- 
placing most of the doors and windows, 
taking out half the walls and rebuild- 
ing them,starting from less than zero 
with new plumbing and electrical work, 
and over all tearing out most of what 
was there and starting over--along 
with all of this, the basement was 
boarded up, and with good reason. 
The main sewage line from the house 
had collapsed about five years ago 
and the folks were using the basement 
as a septic tank, If Fr. Bert was 
willing to clean the s**t out I was 
at least willing to try to raise the 
$4500 needed to clear the title, 

It should come as no surprise that 
we named the house Lazarus, We didn't 
want to name the house too quickly, 


not tc look at the whole but pick 
out one thing they might do and do 
it well. In this way we took many 
little steps towards completing our 
task. Most contractors would have 
cringed at our process. There seemed 
to be no rhyme or reason to it, Some 
of the steps were taken backwards, 
Dear Fr. Berts you are a prayerful 
man of vision and a good tinker, but 
a plumber you are not, For many of 
us who wrestled with the house day 
in and day out, there were times of 
discouragement, The person who had 
most cause to be discouraged, Norman 
(Lazarus' only steady occupant for 
the two-year ordeal )never lost hope, 
It took over a year before there was 
a functioning bathroom, yet Norman 
didn't give up. 

Some people showed up at just the 
right time, Brent Vanderlinden, for 
instance, was invaluable, taking on 
the hardest projects with an air of 
confidence, learning as he went, He 
is entirely responsible for the new 
addition to the back of the house, 
which replaces the porch that 
resembled a poorly constructed 
chicken coop. He is now trying his 
hand at fixing up a new GW house 
in Cedar Rapids. Loyde Goodall has 


a knack for coming through at just 
the right times also, When we started, 
he would gladly have lent us a match 
to burn the place down but gradually 
he warmed up to the idea, He brought 
us the drywall that led to the tearing 
out of the first floor walls and the 
creation of spacious new rooms, He 
has been especially helpful these 
last two months, begging a ton of 
materials and applignces to help 
complete the job. 

Six months from now, many of the 
struggles and sacrifices endured to 
bring Lazarus House back to life will 
be forgotten, Even now I could not 
recall all the significant people 
and their efforts through the last 
two years. I can only mention a 
few who come to mind at random. 
Perhaps this is a good thing. We 
did not buy a house intact, whole, 
complete and finished. We bought 
less than a house, something that 
was surely dead, It was not without 
a history, though. There are three 
fireplaces in the house, one in the 
basement, obviously meant for the 
servants' quarters, Our neighborhood 
was once the finest in the city. Some- 
where around the turn of the century 
it was a place where the rich lived. 

This brings to mind the other 
Lazarus in the New Testament, the 
poor man who begged from the rich 
man's table. You remember the story: 
both Lazarus and the rich man die; 
Lazarus goes to heaven and the rich 
man to hell, where he would be glad 
to have Lazarus' help. We have com- 
bined the two stories under their 
one sign, that of the Resurrection, 

We have brought this house, once a 
rich man's house, back to life to be 
shared with the Lazaruses of our 
time. 

We have done this miracle through 
God's grace and along with dear friends. 
I know there has to be over $30,000 
sunk into this effort but where it 
all came from the Lord only knows. 
I could go through my archaic records : 
but that would not tell the whole 
story. The story of this house is 
the story of the two Lazaruses, In 
the months and years ahead hundreds 
of people will come through its doors. 
Its name will serve it well, as a 
place where faith in the Resurrection 
is taken seriously and the poor are 
welcome to our table. 

In cldésing, we ask all the people 
who helped us in the last two years, 
or those who are interested in this 
story, to come and share with us 
our house=blessing with Bishop Ding- 
man at 3:00 PM, Friday, August 27. 
There will also be an open house 
Sunday, August 29 between 10 and 5. 
All are welcome. 

The work of Lazarus House is not 
done, It is only beginning& 


* 
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About This Issue 


This issue marks the sixth anni- 
versary of the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker Community. It also marks the 
beginning of a new stage in our his- 
tory--we have moved in(at last! )to 
Lazarus House, as the story on page 
one announces, At the same time, the 
original Catholic Worker house has 
become Kindred House, The story of 
that change is on page three. 

Some things, however, remain the 
same, One of these is our obligation 
to "give reason for the fai within 
us" as St, Paul says, That ig the 
chief function of this paper, As 
is our long-standing custom, our 
anniversary issue features a re- 
print of the Catholic Worker Posi- 
tions on pages six and seven, Yet 
another aspect of clarification of 
thought is our witness, and the 
witness of other Christians, against 
the injustice and sinfulness of our 
society. The Positions give our 
vision; the articles in this issue 
on a variety of direct actions, 
both past and to come, show how we 
intend to bring this vision to pass. 
Peter Maurin urged us to "the daily 
practice of the works of mercy", and 
among the spiritual works of mercy 
are instructing the ignorant, counsel- 
ing the doubtful and converting the 
sinner (including ourselves), 

Besides via pacis, a traditional 
method of clarification of thought 
has been the Friday night meeting, 
We have come to a point of wondering 
whether our present format is really 
accomplishing this purpose. For the 
time being, therefore, we are sus-— 
pending this custom while we pray 
and take counsel about the best way 
to proceed. We are conscious of our 
failure in this important area of 
Catholic Worker life3 we trust that 
out of it can come a renewed dedica- 
tion, Of course, via pacis will con- 
tinue to assist in this endeavor. 

Needless to say, we wiil continue 
to celebrate the Eucharistic. Liturgy 
on Friday nights. We are aware that 
we could not begin to do the work God 
has set before us without it, All 
are invited to join us around the 
Lord's table on Friday nights at 8:00, 
at Lazarus House, 1317 8th, We also 
ask you to note the following special 
events 

August 27(Friday)--Bishop Dingman 

will celebrate the Eucharist 
and bless Lazazus House. 

August 293(Sunday)--OPEN HOUSE at 

Lazavus, LOVAM to > PM...Come 
one come all. 


Help! Our funds are very low. Summer is not a big donation time here 
at the Catholic Worker. Normally we make it through the summer months 
because the utilities are so low, but this year we have been using 
most of our cash flow to help with the last-minute projects needed 

to get Lazarus House open, I had to write personal appeals to a number 
of priests in the diocese just to make sure we had enough to pay for 
this mailing. We could use whatever you might send our way. Property 
taxes are also going to be due before the next via pacis comes out. 

In addition to cash, there are many items we need now that we are 
reopening: floor lamps, bunk beds, exhaust fan for attic, indoor /outdoor 
carpet for basement, light bulbs, toilet paper, cleansers, -soap and 
shampoo, trash bags, foodstuffs(sugar, canned fruit, brown rice, meat, 
mayonnaise, coffee, peanut butter, a steady egg supply), railroad ties, 
and a truck in good condition, just to name a few, 

Please be generous! 


x** Two Catholic Worker houses have written asking us to appeal in via 

acis for new staff. The Sante Rosa Catholic Worker in California provides 
la wide variety of meal services; its members work part-time to support 
lthemselves. You can write to them at P.O, Eux 3364, Santa Rosa, GA 95402. 
| Tf California seems too far, the St. dude Catholic Worker House in 
Urbana, Illinois, which gives shelter to women and families and operates 
a@ soup kitchen, is looking for another full-time person. They can be 
reached at 1308 W. University, Urbana Il 61801 or by phone at 217-328-1446, 
***8We also: have word from Morgantown, West Virginia, that folks there 
are opening a Catholic Worker, They are in need of money to put a down 
[payment on a house, Their address is: Romero House, P,0, Box 942, Mor- 
es WV 26505 and their phone number is 304-291-1418, 


PEACE SERVICE MON., AUG. 9 


r Cd 
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Via pacis is published by This is our cry, this is our prayer: to establish peace in the world. 


the Des Moines Catholic Worker Com- 


munity, Box 4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306 


Tel, 515-243-0765, Subscxiptions are 
free upon request. 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


Lazarus House 
1317 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


Monsignor Ligutti House and Garden 
1301 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


St. Birgitta’s Farming Community 
Rt. L Box 97, Milo, Iowa 


Community: Richard Cleaver, Frank 
Cordaro, Mauro Heck, Diane Hungerford, 
Dottie Lynch, Norman Searah, Mike 
Sprong, Dave Stein, 
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(From a statue in Hiroshima’s Peace Park) 


The victims of the first atomic bombings will be remembered in Des Moines on 
Monday, August 9, 1982, in a simple inter-faith service beginning at 8 p.m. 
on the west steps of the Capitol. Music and readings will be followed by a 
candlelight procession to the Japanese Bell on the south grounds, where the 
commemoration will close with a prayer and tolling of the bell. 


The observance will mark the 37th anniversary of the destruction of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki, continuing for the sixth year a tradition begun by the 
local chapter of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom and 
now sponsored by many community groups, including the Des Moines Area 
Religious Council. Last year's commemoration drew more than 350 persons. 


Area churches are being asked to fold "paper cranes" (Japanese origami) and 
bring them to the service. Like the children of Japan who still mourn the 
deaths of the bomb victims, lowans too will offer the cranes which symbolize 
a peace prayer for the world. (Plymouth Congregational Church has already 
folded more than 2,000 of the cranes; other churches are challenged to 
multiply that number. Contact CIPAR for folding instructions.) 


Communities outside the Des Moines area are encouraged to hold their own 

observances on the 6th or the 9th (Hiroshima and Nagasaki anniversaries, 

respectively). Please notify CIPAR of local events so they can be announced 
! at the Des Moines service. 


In case of rain, the service will be held at Central Lutheran Church, East 
Ninth and Des Moines (just north of the Capitol). 


Sas 


They Call ThEnseelbes 
“The Trident Nein” 


{Report by the Jonah House Community] 


They shall beat swords into 
ploughshares, and spears into 
pruning hooks(Is. 2) 


It seems to us that here is a text 


for the times. 

Nine sisters and brothers did 
another ploughshares(i.e. disarma- 
ment)action at the Electric Boat 
Division of General Dynamics early 
on July 5, about 4:00 AM. That 
resistance, in Groton,Connecticut,; 
rested on considerable experience 
with the nuclear war game, and 
seven retreats(usually two days 
each)of prayers, reflection and 
planning, readying themselves for a 
crucible of possible injury or 
death(they assumed that completed 
and nearly completed Tridents are 
kept under armed guard)and certain 
long imprisonment. All are Chris- 
tians, most from the Roman Catholic 
tradition. One, Sr. Anne Montgomery, 
was a veteran of the first plough- 
shares action at G.E.'s King of 
Prussia, Pennsylvania, Re-entry 
Vehicle Division, September 9, 1980, 
when two Mark 12A warheads were 
reduced to scrap. 
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HIROSHIMA/NAGASAKI DAYS 
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This year, as in the past, a num- 
ber of activities are planned to re- 
| member the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki at the headquarters of the 
Strategic Air Command in Omaha. 
On August 8, the Mobilization to 
rally and peace caravan, featuring a 
number of speakers representing dif- 
ferent contituencies in the region. 
It is hoped that this will be a mass 
gathering to strengthen and build the 
campaign to convert the SAC ‘ase and 
stimulate the growth of the disarma- 
ment movement in the Midwest. 

Throughout the weekend, a retreat 
will be held at the UNO Religious 
Ed House, 101 ®, appy Hollow Blvd.3 
beginning at three on Saturday, August 
7git will culminate in a non-violent 
\direct action, including civil diso- 
bedience, on August 9, the thirty- 
seventh anniversary of the bombing 
of Nagasaki. The nature of the action 
‘will grow out of. the retreat; those 
who wish to participate should plan 
ito be with us all weekend; this is 
also a community-building experience 

ith an eye to the future as well as 

a planning session for this event. 
For details and directions, call 
jus at the Des Moines Catholic Worker, 
515-243-0765, Interested readers 
should also note the information on 


;Save the Heartland will have a (legal) 


| KINDRED HOUSE ’ 


by Deb Zunkel 


Much to some people's surprise, 
Other people's distress, ana 4 very af 
few others" relief, not everyone who 
works at the Catholic Worker House 
is Catholic, I say this in jest kbe- 
cCausSeswerdl lebenerit from Diving in 
an-eclectic community. Duane Grady 
is one such import from the Church 
of the Brethren, And although he 
learned to adjust and even like work- 


ing with the Catholic Worker, he had 
imagined starting a similar Breth en 


| project for some time now. 
As the time grew near for the 
| opening of Lazarus House, also came 
| the time to consider how to make use 
of the old Worker house. Apparent to 


the Workers was the need for another | 
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es Moines’ commemoration, on the page 
Opposite t 


One segment of the community(Vin- 
cent Kay, Tim Quinn, Bill Hartman and 
James Cunningham)approached the USS 
Florida by canoe, mounted the huli, 
damaged several missile hatches with 
their hammers, poured their blood” 
down the missile hatches and painted 
"USS AUSCHWITZ" ten times on the 
hull, After some forty-five minutes 
they were approached by a young Navy 
officer, whom they had to convince 
(he was confused by their hard hats) 
that they were anti-Trident protesters. 
The officer notified the E.B. police 
who turned them over to the Groton 
poluccra 

The other segment(Ann Bennis, Sr. 
Judith Beaumont, Sr, Anne Montgomery, 
Art Laffin, and George Veasey)entered 
the South Yard and applied their 
hammers to two mammoth sonar bubbles 
destined to become a Trident's “eyes". 
These they ruined, hung a banner 
reading "USS AUSCHWITZ, an oven 
without walls" and poured their blood. 
Plant personnel frequently saw and 
ignored them, Again they were deceived 
by the group's hard hats. Finally, 
after three hours, they hailed the 
Groton police who took them into 
custody. 

All nine witnesses for peace 
are now in custody. We urge our 
readers to write the women at 

' Connecticut State Women's Prison, 
Miantic, CT, 06357, and the men 
at Montville Correctional Insti- 
tution, Box 1000, Uncasville, CT, 06382 


| 
| 
| 


| soup kitchen in town. So 
dreams in mind, and with 
bial, yet loving kick in 
from Frank, they got the 


with Duane's 
the prover- 
the butt 
allegories 


The Catholic Worker provided, along 
with the house, many needed supplies 
and moral support, Duane gathered 
three Brethren friencs; Jeanne 
Richards, Tim Button, and me, Deb 
Zunkel, Marilyn Nevins, who had been 
living at the old Worker house, 
decided to stay and help us in our 
adventure. (Marilyn is Catholic, so 
she can report on us to the Inqui- 
sition.) We've been working hard to 
do some necessary maintenance on the 
aging house and establish connections 
with individuals, churches and busi- 
nesses in the area. We rely on the 
donations by all the aforementioned, 
as well as the Churches of the Breth- 
ren throughout Iowa, to keep us 
running. 

We invite you to visit our soup 
kitchen and keep us in mind as you 
share yotr gifts with the needy. And, - 
for the tecord, let me say that let 
jnot our project interfere with your 
giving to the Catholics. Because much 
to our sometimes distress, but mostly 
relief, we still work side by side, 
depend on each other, So keep us, és 
well, in your thoughts and prayers. > 


[Eds, note-=-The following is an 
abridgement of an address given 
by Russ Simmons at Eaton Place 
United Methodist Church, on 
Pentecost Sunday.] 


Seven years ago, when I first came 
to this church, I was seaxching for 
someone whose name I did not know, 

Though many of you remember those 
times as difficult, a hard time for 
the church, I still cherish them, 
beceuse, despite bitter words between 
friends, 1 saw a desire to soédve 
differences. Even more, through the 


ministry that still managed to continue 


here, I found the person I was look- 
ing for and accepted him as my savior 
and Lord. ‘ 

Three years later, 1 was baptized 
in an Open Bible church, After the 
service, the pastor and a Cceacon 
from the church met with me and praye 


baptism: the baptism we are cele- 
brating today, Pentecost, the coming 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Through his prophets in the Old 
Testament, God spoke to the Jews of 
a time when he would write his laws 
in our hearts, rather than on stone 
tablets, as he gave them through 
Moses. Since the day I received the 
Spirit into my life, he began writing 


\UU/ 


ta 
for me to receive a second, different 


gunning down the Archbishop while 
he was celebrating Mass, I became 
aware that the guns they were using 
were ours. We had given them the 
tools to torture and kill these 
people, 95% or more of whom were 
Christians, 

I consider myself a Christian 
patriot, I love the truths that we 
have stated are indisputable. Yet 
the flag I love is being used to 


those tablets in my conscience, leading 
me into the undefined, difficult areas-- 


asking me to listen to him and follow 
his guidance, 
In the journeys that followed, I 


found myself in fellowship with people 


from every Genomination, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Episcopalian, Catholic, 
Pentecostal. I have seen many people 
striving, in each of these groups, 


trying to break through the limitations 


of what was or wasn't publically 
accepted, even though it seemed that 
the Spirit was leading them, In turn, 
the joy I have seen has always come 
when people start opening up to his 
guidance, setting aside their trad- 
itions and misconceptions, letting 
God write his laws in their hearts 
rather than prescribing where they 
will or will not let him have his 
will in their lives. 

I have learned to love my neigh- 
bor, and then found that what took 
me three years to learn was there 
all the time in those ten command- 
ments given through Moses, As I 
grew to respect my parents more and 
more, i found again that he was 
writing in my heart what he had 
written in the tablets, The laws 
hadn't changed, God was still 
calling us to be his people, to 
live by his Word. E 

Then, two years ago, the Lord 
pegan to lead me into a very 
difficult decision. As more and 
more of my life was caught up in 
the questions of responding to the 
world outside, I was asked to do so 
something that I could not do. I 
was at a paradox, with no way out, 

While I watched the government of 
El Salvador literally attacking the 
Church, killing priests and nuns, 
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support murder and repression, tor- 
ture, rape, indiscriminate killings. 
I found myself at a loss about what 
I should do in response. 
that they took 
to pay for the helicopters and guns 
we sent there, But then I was asked 
to register, to sign up in support, 
as 

For me, to sign up, to register, 
is 
may I make a pledge of absolute 
obedience, I cannot sign a blank 
check for war, lest it chance to be 
in El Salvador or some other similar 
situation, . 

The children I would be asked to 
kill are Christians, literally babes 
in Christ. I’ve met a few of them, 
and I've come to love those that I 
have met. I could not go down there 
and take. the lives of their families 


It was enough 
money from my paycheck 


if I agreed with what was happening, 


to say that I agree. Only to Christ 


for that very purpose: to kill. A 
Whenever, whoever, and however this 
mixed-up government of ours desires. 

I cannot do that, When it came 
to the point of decision, the only 
thing I could do was refuse to regis-— 
ter--let them know that I have no 
intention of killing other Christians. 
For me to do that, as a Christian, 
would be blasphemy. For me to do 
that as a patriotic American would 
be blasphemy against my own consti- 
tution, against everything our 
country has fought for in the 
United Nations and in our own coun- 
try. 

Since I made that decision, two 
years of waiting have passed, You see, 
I am a criminal. Not only do I fear 
five years of prison--I fear even the 
hate my friends, especially my very 
conservative friends, will feel 
toward me. I do not want to make our 
president look bad. But he doesn't 
listen to the Church's resolutions 
from Annual Conference. He asked 
Congress for more weapons, double 
the amount we spent last year, and 
without a word we gave it to him, 
our eyes bent on the Falklands even 
though the problems in Guatemala and 
El Salvador continue to get worse, 

The final question has come to me, 
It is the question of my commitment 
to Christ, when he said to make peace, 
to love end not hate, to turn the 
other cheek, The question is: why 
can't I register? My friends want me 
to, I don*t want to go to prison-- 
I*d rather register and be safe. 

But I can't do it and be at peace 
with myself. I can’t just turn my 
back and close my eyes, 

I hear the voices of people 
erying for our love, We send our 
guns to kill them, to silence their 
prayers, They are the martyrs of 
our generation. They are the Christians, 
we are the lions, 

I realize that all this is hard 
for some of you to accept. But I need 
to say it. We need to talk about it. 
We need to pray together, to "grapple" 
with the Word, 

Most of all, we need to listen to 
the Spirits we need to set aside our 
pride and our traditions and look to 
Christ and pray for his Spirit to 
renew us and bring peace to our 
troubled, confused world. 


and friends, And I do not think Christ 


would have me do that, 
God told us very clearly, do not 
kill. I have been asked to register 


Oo Draft 


jon June 30, en Sasa, Dilip et 

) Diego, was indicted for refusing 
yregister for the draft. He faces 
‘aximum of five years in prison 

“ia fine of $10,000 in convicted. 
‘At noon on July 1, the next day, 
irty-five people gathered in front 
‘the Federal Courthouse in Des Moines 
gkers from the Catholic Worker 

re Mike Sprong and Frank Cordaro; 

ay of our old friends also addressed 
2 group? Russ Simmons, Jeff Patch, 

y, Chet Guinn, Fr. John Zeitler, 

4, Bob Cook, CIPAR staff person 

4 Clark and Bill Douglas, Our own 
bZunkel joined Tim Button in the 
sical portion. 

We Se) DLS treet Attorney [BOK 

uwthern Iowa Richard Turner has 

jd that he will initiate indict-— 

nts in his district by the end of 

ly. As we go to press no indictments 
ye been handed down anywhere in Iowa. 
ould there be an indictment in the 
rthern district, protest demonstra- 
ons will be held both in Cedar 

ids and Pes Moines on the day 

ter the indictment is handed down; 
ould the indictment occur in the 
uthern district, only in Des Moines 
11 there be a demo, For details 
ntact us or Russ Simmons (515-283- 
BONG 

Finally, a Conscience Support Fund 
der the auspices of the Iowa Peace 
stwork has been set up to receive 
nancial assistance for any legal 

sts incurred in fighting registra- 
in. It is the successor to the 
yal Defense Fund begun in February. 
mations may be sent in care of 

> Zunkel, 4211 Grand Ave., Des 
yines, 50312. 
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NOTICE 


Tae publisher and editor of via 
cis, the organ cf the Des Moines 
tholic Worker, hereby give notice 
at we remain convinced that all 
aring of arms against our sister 
a brother human beings is in direct 
mtradiction to the teaching of 
din Christ. We further believe 
at any registration of young men 
x future military use, or any draft 
; equally a contradiction of the 
angelical message. 

Because we live as members of the 
ie Body of Christ, and because we 
ct on this earth as the hands and 
ret of thet Jesus into whom we have 
xn baptized, we are conscious that 
w actions must be in harmony with 
w words, Thus we will personally 
mtinue to aid, counsel, harbor and 
bet any young man who refuses to 
egister for the draft. 
We are aware that to 
felony, punishable by the same 
mtences as refusal to register 
tself, We cannot willingly avoid 
hose penalties which we counsel 
thers to risk. Therefore we are 
aking public our intention to 
ommit this felony, and will take 
teps to acquaint the authorities 
f this fact at every opportunity. 

God, the Source of Life and 
ove, is our portion and help. 
he same God has set before us 
ife and death, We choose life. 

(Rucbard leat — 
Richard Cleaver, editor 
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Frank Cordaro, publisher 
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by Deb Zunkel 


Just about a year ago I was visit- 
ing with my Swiss friend, Thomas, who 
has been active in the peace movement 
in Europe and who fervently criticized 


the United States for its lack of 
movement. I've never considered myself 


very “patriotic” and the act of jus-— 
tifying and protecting my mother 
country to anyone was ‘certainly out 
of my realm of experience, But, as 
the criticism grew stronger I felt 
my defenses rise. I remember saying 
things like, "Yeah, but Europe is 
just now experiencing the Sixties 
scene, You're twenty years behind! 
The lull in the U.S. is the mark of 
a transition into a more mature pro- 
test." I think at the time I thought 
I was speaking the truth. But what 
is obvious to me now are the feelings 


of embarrassment and frustration I 
had with what appeared to be the last 
sparks from scattered coals, now 
cooling and at rest, 

Nevertheless, it was with eager 
anticipation I traveled to the June 
21 rally in New York City. With me 
on a school bus were some thirty 
people of all ages and varied back- 
grounds--in general, just a fine 
bunch of committed folks. As we 
traveled down the highway we began 
passing cars and vans loaded with 
people and with signs in their 
windows to tell us all that they were 
on their way to the march. When 
we had gone about half-way, our bus 
did what all school buses do on 
cross-country trips: it broke down, 
The break-down time proved to be 
a time for cohesion in our group, 
and also a time to meet more people 
who were either going to the demo or 
giving support to us for going. As 
I met more and more people on the 
way I started to get an inkling of 
the grassroots level of support, 

Once in New York City we found 
ourselves surrounded by demonstrators 
wherever we went, I'd never spent 
time in NYC before but I'm certain 
that my experience was, to say the 
least, atypical. I'm convinced that 
you can't put hundreds of thousands 
of extra people in a city, people 
with a common cause, without changing 
the tone and personality of it. Here 
were close to a million people who 
had come together to the U.N. Special 
Session on Disarmament, How many is 
a million? A million people is what 


you see when you stand at the crest 
of a hill in a major street in 
Manhattan and see wall-to-wall people 
as far as you can look in every dir- 
ection. A million people is a march 
that begins at 9 AM and, moving con- 
tinuously, keeps you(if you are half- 
way back in the crowd)standing still, 
not even beginning to move, until 
close to 2:00 in the afternoon. A 
million people is the largest gathering 
of people to protest war, not in New 
York City or the United States, but 
in the history of the world. 

One indication to me that the anti- 
nuke movement has a growing support 
is that its base is widening. Repre- 
sented at the march were people of 
all ages and backgrouncs,. No one 


Report from New York 


- group clearly held the majority. 

The growing cry against nuclear war- 
fare can no longer be blamed on angry, 
naive youth alone, Now the blame iias 
to by shared by middle-aged housewives, 
businessmen, Montana cowboys, and, 

of all people, Iowa corn farmers. 

We marched in groups and I was proud 
to be a part of the contingent from 
Iowa. We followed a poster which 
read, 'We want corn in our silos; 

not missiles." Hundreds of bystanders 
watched and cheered us on as we walked 
by. Some were in awe over the fact 
that Iowa has any peaceniks and many 
seemed to watch closely to see what 
Iowans really look like! Perhaps the 
most stunning group of people was the 
delegation from Japan, About twenty 
Japanese, dressed in bright blue 
traditional garb, graced a war memo- 
rial with their presence. To the 
marchers and bystanders they danced 
and sang lively songs of reconcili- 
ation and joy. To one used to demon- 
strating with familiar faces and the 
usual motley crew, the new faces 
offered zest and renewed hope. The 
crowd delighted in the diversity. 

In the past ten years OY SO, 
demonstrations have been accused of 
being “vaguely reminiscent of the 
Sixties", echoing times past. Not 
so here, Included with the denun- 
ciation of militarism was an | 
affirmation of life. The mood was 
celebrative, loving. The police 
reported no incidents or abine Sis) 
with the rally and traffic flowed 
better than was expected, Never in 
my wildest dreams could I have imag- 
ined that I would be completely 
surrounded by people in Central 
Park, of all places, and have a 
feeling of saftey, a faith in 
those around me, To add to this 
sense of community, I had expected 
many reunions of old and recent friends. 
With amazement I ran into friends at 
the rally, in the subway, on follow- 
ing days downtown, After running into 
so many people I knew in a crowded 
city of that size, I had to wonder 
how many friends were there whom I 
never saw. After I got home and met 
with friends to find out they were 
there also, the running joke was, 
“Funny, I didn't see you there." 

I heard plenty of criticism of 
the week of events. (I guess you 
always do.) Plenty of people wanted 
to downplay the numbers and question 
the sincerity of those who partici- 
pated. Some said that of course there 
were large numbers; you can‘t hold 
a free concert with top-rate per- 
formers in Central Park and not have 


a big tuxn-out. And with a big demo 
planned, people always come out to 
see the spectacle. And so forth, 
Believe, what you may; I suppose 
people always do, But I can't ignore 
this rally any more than I can ig- 
nore govermnents who plan for the 
destruction of the earth, The strength 
of the peace movement has always come 
in cycles. This demonstration, along 
with the momentum of the Nuclear 
Freeze campaign and the growing 
support of draft-registration resis-— 
ters, is a sign of an across-the- 
board wave of energy in our midst. 
We are all called to action and re- 
flection in this time of movement, 
be we young or old, housewife or an 
Iowa corn farmer, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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The general aim of the Catholic 
Worker Movement is to realize in 
society(as well as the individual) 
the teachings of Christ, especially 
as found in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt. 5:3-7:27)and in the the call 
to solidarity with the needy(Matt. 


25:31-46). P 


Before we can begin this task 
we have to examine our society as it 
is now, and see what we need to do 
to bring it into line with those 
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teachings. 

If we do this, we find that our 
society is unjust in the following 
ways: 

IN ECONOMICS--kecause the guiding 
principle is production for profit 
and because production determines 
needs, In addition, the labor of 
some maintains others in idleness, 
This non-producing class systemat- 
ically robs the workers of the 
wealth they have produced over and 
‘above what is needed for their bare 
maintenance, : 

A just society would provide the 
necessities of life for everybody, 
The common good; rather than profit, 
would determine what would be 
produced. Furthermore, the workers 
would control the fruits of their 
labor, "From each according to her 
or his exility, to each according 
to her or his need,” 

IN PSYCHOLOGY-=because capitalist 
society fails to consider the whole 
nature of the human being. Rather, 
it regards people solely as items in 
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the expense sheets of employers. 
Profit alone determines what kind 

of work they will do; hence the 
deadiy routines of assembly lines. 
Women are placed on the lowest 

rungs of this ladder, whether as 
cheap labor or’ as sexual commodities 
and consumers of unnecessary articles, 
Because nurturing qualities are less 
profitable than domineering ones, 
they are not allowed to shine forth, 

In a just society, the question 
would be whether a certain kind of 
work was in accord with human dig- 
nity and wholeness, not whether it 
would bring a profit. 

IN SOCIAL RELA TIONSHIPS -—because 
capitalism is maintained by class 
warfare, Since the employer wants to 
buy labor as cheaply as possible, 
while the worker wants to sell the 
same labor as dearly as possible, 
there is an obvious conflict between 
them which can only be overcome when 
classes cease to exist. Furthermore, 
the employer class fosters division 
among people along lines other than 
purely economic ones, in order to 
maintain its dominance, 

Thus, races are pitted against one 
another, the ole and children are 
kept out of sight, and lesbians and 
gay men are denied any status whatever 
by church and society. Throughout, 

men are dominant over women, The 
result is a violent society made 

even more so by the State's empha- 

sis on implements of war instead 

of on human well-being, 

In a just society, there would 
be no classes. People would perform 
different functions, but there would 
no longer exist an employer/wage— 
earner relationship. We would rejoice 
in God's gifts, those given to us 
all to be shared, and those given to 
individuals and grcups which demon- 
strate our infinite variety, 

IN ITS RELATIONSHIP TO NATURE-- 
because it has strayed from the 
Biblical ideal of caring for natural 
resources rather than exploiting 
them for profit, In this we have 
failed to learn from thee who 
preceded us on this continent. 

Our misuse of fertile agricultural 
land, our poisoning of the environ- 
ment, our selfish insistence on using 
up non-renewable resources, and in 
particular our folly in continuing 

to ignore the dangers of nuclear 

power (chiefly because of its inti- 
mate connection with the war industry) 
are grave offenses against God's 
creation. 

In a just society, human beings 
would live in harmony with the rest 
of nature, and all would join together 
in praise of their Creator, 

WE SEE THE GROWING NUMBER OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND POWER PLANTS AS 
THE CLEAREST SIGN OF THE DIRECTION 
OF OUR AGE, It is a denial of the 
right of people to life itself, and, 
by implication, a denial of God. 
There is a direct economic and moral 
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connection between the arms race ani 
destitution. In the words of the 
Second Vatican Council, "The arzs 
race is an utterly treacherous trap 
for humanity, and one which injures 
the poor to an intolerable degree," 
We believe nuclear energy to be a 
demonic force which human beings hat 
no right to use for any purpose, 

Neither the capitalist democraci 
the social democracies, nor the 
bureaucratic centralist so-called 
socialist states pursue the common 
good, since as a consequence of thei 
basic principles they either legalljiiq 
impose ox economically support 
violations of justice and charity. 
Each fosters the ever- 
power of the State; as a result, 
there is a genuine lack of control 
over any consistent movement toward 
even a human, much less a Christ- 
centered world, 

THEREFORE, TO ACHIEVE A JUST 
SOCIETY ACCORDING TO THE NORMS 
PROPOSED BY THE POPES AND GENERAL 
COUNCILS, WE ADVOCATE A COMPLETE 
REJECTION of the present social 
order and a non-violent revolution 
to establish an order more in accotf 
with Christian truth. We envision a 
social order based on St, Thomas 
Aquinas’ doctrine of the common goa 
in which the freedom and dignity of 
the whole person is fostered, and 
the good of each person is hound to 
the good of the whole community, 

This can only be done by direct 
means, Since political means have 
failed, and will continue to fail, 
as a method for bringing about such 
a society. 

We believe, therefore, in PSRSOR 
RESPONSIBILITY, in the necessity fa 
all of us to take on ourselves the 
task of changing conditions personal 
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R. F. McGovern 


to whatever extent we can. By esta 
lishing houses of hospitality, we gy 
take care of as many of those in nee 
as we can by ourselves, rather thang 
turning them over to the impersonal} 

"charity’ of the State, We do not &@ 

so to"patch up the wrecksof the P_ 
capitalist system," but rather beciil 
there is always a shared responsibi 
lity for injustice, and the call to 

minister to our sisters and brothas 
transcends any consideration of ecm 
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omics, Catholic tradition teaches us 
that what anyone possesses beyond 
basic necessities does not belong 
to him or her, but rather to those 
who are without it. 

We believe in COMMUNITY as a 
potent remedy for the isolation 
and spiritual destitution that is 
so common today. We try to live to- 


gether simply, striving for a 
voluntary poverty and dispossessing 
ourselves of superfluous goods, to 
bear witness against the consumerism 
of industrial society. We recall the 
early Christians, who lived in common 
and shared their goods, following 

St. Paul's instruction, “Let your 
abundance supply their want(2Cor,. 
8:14), We have both responsibilities 


and limits in our use of material 
possessions, Christ came to teach 


that the spirit of poverty is the 
way to the Kingdom(Luke 18:24-25). 
The freedom created by such a life 
can open up opportunities for personal 
liveration that serve as a basis for 
our efforts toward liberation on a 
larger scale(lJohn 2:15-17). 

We believe in SEPARATION from 
present system so far as each is 
We reject the State, the parties 


e 
1; 
uch 
SONA prisons, flags and armies that main- 
for tain it, and its dehumanizing effects, 
he such as mass production in industry 
onal. and education, large hospitals, agri- 
business, and impersonal bureaucracies. 
We refuse to take part in the idolatry 
of "patriotic™ rituals, Instead, we 
favor the establishment of a DECEN-- 
TRALIZED pcoNOMY based on the prin- 
ciple of free associations which will 
dispense with the State as we know 
WES 
We believe in WORKER CONTROL of 
the means. of production and distri- 
bution, as distinct from nationaliz- 
ation, This is to be accomplished by 
decentralized cooperatives and the 
elimination of a distinct employer 
class. It is revolution from below 
and not, as political revolutions 
are, from above. It calls for uni- 
versal ownership of property as a 
steppingstone to a CHRISTIAN COMMUNISM 
that will be in accord with the example 
of the Apostles(Acts 2:42-47)and with 
the Christian teaching of detachment 
tab= 
=) 
ne 
han 
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from matexial goods. When realized, 
it will express itself in common 
control, and the concept of owner- 
ship as we know it will be meaning- 
JNSSSi 5 

We believe in the complete 
EQUALITY of all women and men as ~ 
sisters and brothers created by 
a loving God, All prejucice is 
blasphemy; all injustice is sacri- 
lege, for God’s image is incarnate 
in us all, andJesus" death on the 
Cross has redeemed us all(Gal. 3:28). 
We come to Sod freely or not at all 
and it is not the place of anyone or 
any institution to force any faith 
on anyone else, 

We believe further that the revo- 
lution that is to be pursued in our- 


Fe 


Fritz Eichenberg 


selves and in society must be NON- 
VIOLENT, Otherwise it will proceed 
by force and use means that are evil 
and which will never be outgrown, 
They will then Getermine the ené of 
the revolution, and that end will 


again be coercion and tyranny, We 
reject the use of evil means for 

any end whatsoever, for we believe 
that Christ went beyond natural 
ethics and the Old Dispensation in 
matters of force and war and taught 
non-violence as a way of life(Matt, 
26:52), When we set ourselves against 
tyranny and injustice, we must do so 
by spiritual means and by non-cooper- 
ation, Refusal to pay taxes, refusal 
to register for the draft, refusal 

to take part in civil-defense drills, 
non-violent strikes, boycotts, and 
occupations, symbolic actions and 
prayer are all means that may be 

used in this pursuit of justice. We 
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must be prepared to suffer for the 
good of all, to take on suffering for 
others instead of inflicting it on 
thems; but we may not demand of others 
suffering we are unwilling to under- 
Teel eu eBiSlowaw kiss GIES as - 

We see this as an era of great 
doubt and anxiety. In response, we, 
as a lay movement, seek our strength 
and direction in CULT, the beauty of 
regular prayer and liturgy; in CULTIRE, 
the study of Scripture and of the tradi- 
tion and teaching of the Church and 
applying them to the modern condition, 
and the indoctrination of others with 
the fruit of our study; and CULTIVAS 
TiMOs, mane Waber so as to keep cur 
stucy frem becoming idle speculation. 
Thus nourished and directed, our 
efforts to perform our duty as 
Christians range widely, from feeding 
the hungry to occupying militery sites, 

We believe that success, as the 
world determines it, is not the 
criterion by which a movement should 
be judged(Rom, 12:2). We must be 
prepared to face seeming failure. 
The most important thing is that we 
adhere to Christian values, which ~ 
transcend time, On the last day we 
will be asked for an accounting, not 
as to whether those values succeeded, 
as the world juéges success (though 
we hope and trust that they will), 
but as to whether we remained true 
to them, even against the world. 


PRAY FOR.US 
WHO HAVE RECOURSE 
TO THEE 
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by Sr, Diane Hungerford 


[Eds. notes Sr. Diane Hungerford, 

osf, is a pastoral minister at St. 
Patrick's parish in Estherville, 

Iowa. She gave part of her summer 

to us and, as we go to print, prepares 
to move on to other commitments. }t 


Jesus spoke thus: "Come to me, 
all you who are weary and find 
life burdensome, and I wiil 
refresh you. Take my yoke 

upon your shoulder; learn 

from me, for I am gentle 

and humble of heart, Your 
souls will find rest, for my 
yoke is easy and my burden is 
Light(Matt, 11:28-30)." 


What ig community at the Catholic 
Worker when there are no guests? During 
the past month, we have been closed 
for hospitality as we put the final 
touches on Lazarus “ouse and began 
moving in. This has been an oppor- 
tunity to do heavy physical labor 
together and make decisions collec- 
tively about the future of the house. 
It has been a time to recognize the 
many unique gifts of the body 
associated with the Des Moines Cath- 
olic Worker Community--not only the 
staff but the many folks who are 
part of the extended community. 

We have found the above scrip- 
ture to be a meangingful descrip- 
tion of our community during this 
special time. Frank Cordaro has been 
a man with a dream. A dream of a 
larger home for hospitality to 
women, children and families. He has 
shared this dream with everyone willing 
to listen, and has become weary and 
burdened by the many phone calls ana 
arrangements involved in ma’zing the 
dream a reality. He has been able to 
find refreshment in a vacation while 
the staff and extended community con- 
tinue to share and actualize the 
dream. 

Another refreshing aspect of 
community has been the Kindred 
House members. Duane Grady is able 
to produce deliscious dumpster 
delicacies and farm produce to enrich 
our menus, Marilyn Nevins keeps the 
house in order and prepares refresh- 
ing natural teas while sharing her 
spirit of wisdom, Tim Button 's 
peaceful spirit yeminds us that 
delighting along the way of the 
journey is as improtant as the 
completed dream. Deb Zunkel is a 
breath of fresh air with an unending 
source of energy and a storehouse of 
home-building skills--tuckpointing, 
window repairs, carpet-laying, etc. 
Jeanne Richards has shared a spirit 
of patience as our moving deadline 


continued to be delayed week after 
week, We are grateful to the Brethren 
folks for sharing in community building 
and look forward to being neighbors 
even though our ministries are 

becoming separated. 

Jesus' word, "take my yoke upon 
your shoulder", has new meaning when 
thought of in the context of community. 
According to Webster, a yoke isa 
™yooden bar or frame by which two 
draft animals(as oxen)are joined to- 
gether at the heads or necks for 
working together; a frame fitted to 
a person's shoulder to carry a toad 
in two equal portions." It seems that 
the purpose of the yoke is to distri- 
bute the burden so that when shared 
it doesn't seem so heavy. Community 
this summer has been like a yoke for 
us. By sharing the work load the 
burden has indéed seemed easy and 
light. 

The ‘teamwork has changed hands 
because of vacations and other 
Cuties. Dottie has kept the workers 
on the task by asking clarifying 


questions and offering compassion to 
the exhausted members. Her knowledge 
of the support agencies has given 
hope to the many women calling while 
we were closed. The yoke has seemed 
easier because of the friendly and 
generous spirits of Mauro Heck and 
Steve Marsden during the cleaning, 
plastering, painting, heavy lifting 
and moving. Patti McKee, who will be 
joining the staff in Spetember, arrived 
for a few days just in time to 
arrange the kitchen. She reminded us 
that we're making progress. The burden 
was lightened by here spirit of 
trust and faith. 

The yoke is easier because af 
Norman's gentleness and kindness 
to the discouraged within the whole 
neighborhood community. He takes 
time to "be with" people and is 
patient with each person's 
story. Mike has gathered the 


community to support the resis-— 
ters as the indictments become 
more imminent. The burden has been 
lightened by Loyde Goodall ‘s 


expertise at explaining our needs 
and begging from patrons. He has 
initiated many people into friend- 
ship with the CW by explaining our 
ministry to women, children and 
families, Lazarus is a living symbol 


of his generous. efforts. 

And, after finding Manitoba not 
as advertised, Dave Stein is back in 
our midst. We are honored that he 
chose us for his yokemates. 

We have been given much and found 
much rest from the generous hands 
and hearts of the extended Des Moines 
CW community. Plumbers, electricians, 
carpenters, cleaners and countless 
workers—~skilled and unskilled alike—- 
have shared the weight of our burden, 

The dream that Frank shared with 
many has become a reality after two 


years. Lazarus is rising from the 
dead. July 19 we began hospitality 
in the new house. Seven weary guests 
entered our home and found a place 
of refreshment. We continue to 
refresh and be refreshed in. Christian 
community here in Des Moines. 
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After the most brital winter I can 
remember, that phrase carries more 
significance than anyone could know, 
Things are certainly in full swing 
here at St, Birgitta's Agronomic 
University(Ag. U.). Just ag impor 
tant as houses of hospitality and 
clarification of thought in Peter 
Maurin's vision is the dream of the 
Agronomic University. Many Catholic 
Worker communities all over the 
country have set up farm projects 
similar to ours at Rosemount. Ideally 
the purpose is to have a balance 
between intellectual growth and agri- 
cultural development, while living 
in community. 

In his Easy Essay, "Outdoor 
Universities", Peter writes, "They 
[the students]go to the Catholic 
University in the morning, build 
their own campus or cultivate 
their land in the afternoon and do 
their homework in the evening. While 
they do manual labor their mind is 
taken off their studies, which is 
to the benefit both of their health 
and their studies." He was talking 


about a school run by the Missionaries 


of the Holy Trinity at Silver Springs 
Maryland, just outside of Washington, 

Well, our struggles to realize the 
Ag. U. here in Warren County are a 
far cry from that ideal. Still we 
try--with a lot of help from our 
neighbors, 

I just got my first glimpse of 
Father Jon Kautzky about ten minutes 
ago. He's been assigned to our parish 
since Father Weis has been allowed 
to go to South America on the Mary- 
knoll plan. Good luck, Bob, and God 
bless. Bob Weis was a good neighbor 
as well as a good pastor, He has been 
very supportive since the beginning 
of this project. 

All of our neighbors are unique, 
Because of Richard's and my inepti- 
tude at repairing items of a mechan- 
ical nature, my favorite farmer, 
George Putz, makes frequent trips 
to our house to lend a helping hand. 
He has been succeeded as trustee of 
the Rosemount church by Doug Hembry, 
a young carpenter who lives two farms 
over. His parents cave us lots of 
the abundant fruit of their gardening 
last year to take up to the houses 
in Des Moines. Since our truck is 
dead, Doug got stuck in the very 
first week of his term with deliver- 
ing the riding mower back from the 
shop. 

Even more unique than our human 
neighbors are our feathered ones, 

I grew up in an average-sized town 
in Indiana, Never once did a pair 
of swallows build a nest as close as 
just above our front door, How 
profound it occurs to me, that a 
timid bira would be comfortable 
enough and have trust enough in us 
intruders to make their house a 
part of our home. 

The garden is now yielding lots 
of peas and the potatoes, beans, 
melons and especially the weeds are 
doing terrifically, Let's change the 
subject quick! To close, I would like 
to make an open invitation to anyone 
who would like to take a few days 
vacation to stop in and see us. We 
have plenty of space(not to mention 
weeds). Peace, MR 


"Summertime, and the livin' is easy.’ 


We cannot delude ourselves.... 


ty and hunger. Powerful economic 
multinational expressions are aris-~ 
ing, full of selfish antagonisms, 
Exclusive and arrogant ideologies 
are being organized into social sys- 
tems. Territorial conflicts break 
out with frightening ease. And above 
all, there is an increase in the 
number and the power of murderous 
weapons for possible catastrophic 
destruction, such as to stamp Terror 
with the name of Peace,.,.Will jus- 
tice be one day the sister no longer 
of peace, but of wars? 

We are not playing at utopias, 


We want to remain in the realms of 
reality--a reality which, with its 
phenomenology of illusory hope and 
deplorable desperation, warns us 
once more that there is something 
not fuctioning properly in the monu- 
mental machine of our civilization. 
This machine could explode in an 
indescribable conflagration because 
of a defect in its construction. We 
say defect, not lack; the defect, 


that is, of the spiritual element, 
It is not enough to con- 


tain wars, to suspend conflicts, to 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


President Reagan was 
pleased to learn you 
were nominated for the 
Volunteer Action Awards. 
It is with pleasure that 
we forward the enclosed 


card to you. 


There remain sad situations of pover- 


either optimistic ones or pessimistic, 
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impose truces and armistices, to 


define boundaries and relationships, 
to create sources-of commacn interest} 


it is not enough to paralyze the 
possibility of radical strife through 
the terror of unheard-of destruction 
and suffering, An imposed Peace, a 


~utilitarian and provisional Peace is 


not enough, Progress must be made 
towards a Peace which is loved, free 
and fraternal, founded, that is, on 
a reconciliation of hearts. 

We know that it is difficult, more 
difficult than any other method, But 
it is not impossible, it is not a 
fantasy. We have faith in a fundamen- 
tal goodness of individuals and of 
peoples: God has made the generations 
wholesome(Wis, 1:14), The intelligent 
and persevering effort for the mutual 
understanding of persons, of social 
classes, of peoples and of civiliz- 
ations is not sterile, 

——ROper rail Vilrs 
ilessage for World 
Day of Peace, 

January 1, 1975 


+94 
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We received the adjacent note 
from Washington. The Catholic Worker 
has always advocated that the works 
of mercy be performed, daily and 
directly, by Christians without 
waiting for orders from agencies 
or governments, We have always 
opposed what Peter Maurin called 
“State ownership of the poor", 

Nevertheless, we feel less than 
overjoyed at this commendation from 
a President who has systematically 
robbed the poor(both directly in the 
form of budget transfers and indirectly 
by his economic policies)in order to 
murder them with military "prepared- 
ness" and nuclear insanity. An elegantly 
printed card is no substitute for a 
just eng peaceloving social order. 


Nancy and I congratulate you for your outstanding 


and dedicated volunteer service to your community 
and fellowman. Our Nation is enhanced because of 
caring people like you. With our heartfelt appreciation 


oe lee 


and best wishes, ~ 
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Federal Prisor Camp - = 


Marion, Illinois 
July 14, 1982 


Friends, 

I'm packing up to go home tomor- 
rows aS my six-month prison term has 
been reduced to two, t 


It appears that in passing sentence 


on me for “crossing at other than a 
crosswalk"" and "disobeying a police 


officer directing traffic", Judge Boeye 


was committing an act of civil diso- 
bedience himself, as these two char- 
ges only carry thirty-day maximum 
sentences each. Ironically, the 

judge claimed that the law gave him 
no choice but to give me six months, 
and that it had to be done to impress 
upon me that the law cannot be broken 
because of personal conviction, 

it is interesting, too, how 
instead of trying to get at the truth 
of the matter, the court pretended 
to treat our act of refusing to 
allow an Army tank to use our streets 
as jay-walking. 

I am grateful to via pacis readers 
for writing to me here and for writ- 
ing to Judge Boeye. Although the 
judge was acting in a clearly illegal 
and irresponsible manner, I am con- 
vinced that I would have been lost 
in the shuffle except that so many 
friends showed interest. 

The next four months seem like a 
gift to me--I pray I use them well, 
I'm anxious to get back to work, 
hospitality, resistance and to 
friends. Especially I'm happy to 
have the time with Betsy before our 
child is born, 

Peacey 
Bralanmehciarciele 


Buenos Aires 
June 21, 1982 


Dear Sirs, 

We the Argentines have just fin-- 
ished a.war against Britain. It is 
true that it was confined to a dis- 
tant island at the bottom of the 
world, but the sufferings involved 
the whole country. The soldiers were 
almost boys, eighteen years old from 
every part of the country. So the 
pain and misfortune is general, I 
say neither a just war nor an unjust 
war. Wars are always unjust. It is a 
crime, It is an act denying the Word 
of God. eee 

I am a peaceful man and reject any 
sort of violence, even disguised. 
People do not declare war, govern- 
ments do. Here the people are bear- 
ing all kinds of woulds, physical, 
economic, and incredible psychical 
scars that will last years to be he 
healed. 

During his visit to Argentina, 
John Paul II met people everywhere 
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claiming peace, In Palarmo Parks on 

a huge altar, the Holy Father held 

a Mass wnere there was an attendance 
of more than two million people 
praying aloud for Peace, It was 
grand. 

When people are free to decide, 
they choose Peace, not War, Life, 
not Death, John Paul II in this 
month's visit just like Jesus had 
to face the people and the Pharisees, 
but thank God he pitied us and sent 
us Peace. 

I have friends and they are now 
badly in need of reading the wise 
articles you write in English about 
War and Peace, Gooc or Evil. There 
is not any newspaper here so 
specialized, so frank and valiant 
like yours. 

In a copy of The Catholic Worker 
I read that via pacis can be received 
free of charge. In case I would like 
to send you some money there are no 
means o forward it abroad by now. 

My family and I will appreciate 
whether you forward us your publica- 
Eon. 


‘ 


Your brother in Christ, 
Ernesto Corradi 


June 9, 1982 


To the Editor: 

Thank you! But how does an ordained 
priest in the Catholic Church adequately 
thank a Catholic Worker Community for 
being all thet the Chutch should be? 
I believe that the world is in need 
of peace, justice, food for everyone 
rather than an increase in the number 
of Christians. The Church is a sign 
and you are the “holy remnant" of the 
Old Testament(Jer, 41:11)and of the 
"little flock" in the New Testament 
(Lk 12:32), You are the sign to this 
priest because the decisive element, 
as Fr. Bahlmann points our, is pre- 
cisely the character of being a signs; 
a quality, the power to radiate light 
and not the quality which can degen- 
erate into a sluggish mass, seden- 
tary and self-satisfied. 

Our mission as Church is not to 
"secure the salvation of souls" which 
would otherwise be lost but rather to 
build the Church as a sign of salva- 
tion for all, of gaining new witnesses 
to the grace of God already working 
in the world. 

I praise the Lord for the Catholic 
Worker Community for fulfilling this 
mission, for in so doing, ina 
personal way, you have fulfilled my 
hope, and affirmed my commitment. 

Your support of the struggle for 
justice in El Salvador and elsewhere 
in Central America has been persis- 
tent. 

As I leave to work among refugees 
I feel strengthened by the fact that 
Catholic Workers are my friends. 

Thank you and may the Lord be 
-praised for your prophetic witness. 


With much love and gratitude to you all, 


(Fr. )Mike Coionnese 


ETTERSLETTERSLET 


Dear Folks, 


A letter came this morning froma 
man in Huntsville Prison in Texas to 
be put on mailing lists; this man is 
a Christian and in his worés, "It 


seems like no one really cares anymore," 


My name came to him through life- 
lines, an intermittent newsletter put 
out by the National Coalition Against 
the Death Penalty. Having had the 
opportunity to visit Huntsville Pri- 
son I am able to say a more grim and 
forbidding place is difficult to find. 

Please put the following name and 
address in via paciss 

Richard A, King 656 
Ellis Unit G=15 
Huntsville, Texas 77340 
(requests correspondents) 

Thank you for remembering one 
brother who is longing and languishing 
behind bars, 

Cheers» 
Roger Carroll 
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what's 
happening 


by Frank Cordaro 


As we approach our sixth anniver- 
sary here in Des Moines, my column 


which the CW bases most of its 
positions, affirm a very important 
role for the State.) The Center has 
served as a meeting place for many 
different groups over the last three 
years. All we ask is that all who 
use it abide by the principle of 
non-violence in their search for 
justice and peace, 

The Ligutti Garden is in its most 
abundant year so far, Everywhere else 
in the state the farmers are feeling 
the effects of too much rain, The 
clay that predominates in our vacant 
lots can never have too much water. 


could easily be called "Always Changing",We are heading for a good harvest 


We are now moved into Lazarus House, 
Two days after we opened we had a 

full house. There is still stuff to 

do but clearly it can run on its own 
now, Our Brethren friends have taken 
over the old CW house on Indiana and 
have named it Kindred House(a non- 
sexist term for brethren). They should 
be ready in the next few weeks to open 
their soup kitchen, 

We have been most fortunate at 
this time of transition to have Sr. 
Diane Hungerford, She came down 
hoping to help with hopitality but 
spent most of her time finishing up 
on Lazarus House. She was a God-send, 
filling in while most of us took 
advantage of her presence for much- 
needed vacations, Diane will return 
to Estherville and parish work in 
the middle of August, Next week 
we lose Mauro Heck, who will bsgin 
his studies at Marquette University 
in Milwaukee, 

Left on hand will be Dottie Lynch 
(postponing her graduate studies to 
remiin with us), Norman Searah(who 
now that Lazarus House is done calls 
Des Moines his home)and myself, a 
tired, nearly burned-out GW, We 
anxiously await the arrival of Patti 
McKee from Columbia, Missouri, who 
will be joining us late in August 
after finishing her studies at the 
University of Missouri. Anyone else 
who might be interested in joining 
us in our new beginning, give us a 
call, come visit for a week or so 
and see how you like it, 

With the opening of the new house, 
the Justice and Peace Center in Ligutti 
House has expanded, The Iowa Socialist 
Party has moved its campaign headquar- 
ters into the rooms that were formerly 
used for hospitality. Bill Douglas, 
who is running for Congress, has set 
up shop there, 

We might need to explain the 


relationship. The Catholic Worker's 
personalism has always been understood 
as opposed to the State, Since the 
effect of electing representatives 

is to allow the State to continue 

to make decisions about the “well- 
being" of the majority of Americans 
and others across the world, we do 
not support the electoral process. 
However, when it comes to the Justice 
and Peace Center, we are not absolut— 
ist. It is a space in our house where 
we display over sixty periodicals and 
a growing collection of books in the 
area of social justice, While most 

of our books and magazines come from 
a Christian perspective, they repre- 
sent a wide spectrum of political 
thought, most of which accepts the 
State. (I should also add that the 
social encyclicals of the Popes, on 


eee ee oe UE ee OT ee ee eS eee a 


this year, Norman keeps the lots 


trimmed and clean and the Asian 
families keep their plots weeded 
diligently. The visual effect is 
impressive in this grim neighbor- 
hood, 

The last two months were not with- 
out their comings.and goings, Lana 
Jacobs and Amy Schmidt made a surprise 
appearance cne weekend, leaving behind 
a life-sized statue of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Our friends at Kindred 
House were afraid that we might place 
the statue between our two houses 
to serve as a grotto, But it is 
definitely an inside statue and 
serves well at the top of the steps 
leading to the attic of Ligutti House, 
Mary will bring us many graces-—thank 
you, Lana and Amy, 

Our favorite couple, Dan Giudicessi 
and Lydia Caros came down for a long- 
overdue visit. We managed to have 
the annual board meeting of the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker Trust, minus 
Er... Dave Polich, who has a new 
assignment, Sastor of St, Michael's 
in Harlan, Iowa, We expect good things 
from that part of the state in the 
next few months, (Don't worry, Dave; 
we will give you a few months grace 
before we invade for R&R.) Pat and 
Mary Murray, old CW's from Chicago, 
stopped by on their way west, These 
folks have been doing hospitality 
to mentally handicapped children for 
many years, I was glad they stopped 
by and chatted for awhile. It's good 
to make contact with the OW'ts rich 
living history. 

We were happy to get away for the 
weekend and travel to Waterloo, Iowa, 
and spend time with the folks at Iowa's 
newest Worker house, There were folks 
from Dubuque and Cedar Rapids at the 
gathering also. We had some good dis- 
cussions and we seem to be struggling 
with many of the same difficulties, 

Brent Vanderlinden and Lisa Drew 
were up from Cedar Rapids where they 
have just reopened the CW, Jerry Me- 
halovich has joined them to form the 
core community there, We have also 
heard from Patience and Mike Wehle 
that they too will be starting a house 


in Columbus, Chio. The diocese is 


going to let them use an old convent 
that used to *“ouse thirty nuns, 

Mike and Patience will soon be joined 
by a third community member--Patience 
is expecting to give birth in the 
latter »art of August. 

We want to extend a big welcome 
to Fr, John Zeitler and Sr. Gwen 
Hennessey to the neighborhood, Fr. 
John bought a house on Sixth about 
two blocks from us and along with 
Sr, Gwen is trying to find others 
‘tc move in with them to form a com- 
munity of working folks in the inner 
city. Along with Rev. Bob Cook, this 
new venture begins to give form to 
our vision of many households in the 
inner city working for justice, 

Finally, Lillian Clancy spent the 
night along with Pat from the Waterloo 
mouse on their way back from the 
Disrmament Conference in New York, 
Lillian is *7, I’m sure the oldest 
Iowan at the rally. We sent Deb and 
Jerry from our community[see story 
on page 5], and our own Helen Tichy 
went with the bus from AFSC, My 
brother Tom was one of the hundreds 
arrested on June 15 blockading the 
Soviet Mission. Close to a million 
strong marched that weekend but not 
a single nation backed off in this 
insane arms race, We in the movement 
need to get more serious about our 
commitment to peace, 


I usually end these columns with 
a personal note about myself. I men- 
tioned above that I am now "tz tired, 
nearly burned-out GW". Burnout means 
different things to different people, 
For me it means I am simply tired, 
My health has not been good for a few 
months now, I do not have the energy 
I normally have and routine projects 
are harder to complete, I am trying 
to discern what effect this condition 
will have on my future ministry here, 
In the next couple of weeks I'm 
scheduled to give workshops at the 
FOR conference in Dubucue and to 
facilitate the Direct Action weekend 
at SAC August 7-9, I'm hoping to be 
well enough to participate in the 
C.E, at SAC on the ninth, After 
these two events I will be open to 
moving pn. I'm not anxious to leave, 
I love the GW and what we are doing 
here in Des Moines, But sometimes your 
body tells you things your head is 
not ready to comprehend, With my 
possible leaving, the community will 
need more full-time members, I'd 
like, to ask your prayers for myself 
and for the community, We are not 
only moving into a new house, we are 
searching for new blood, and new 
life. 
Yours in Christ's peace, 
Hferk Se 
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PURPOSE OF 
THE CATHOLIC 
WORKERS’ SCHOOL 


Program 

The purpose of the Catholic Workers’ School 
is to bring Cotholic thought 

to Catholic workers 

so as to prepare them 

for Catholic Action. 

Besides presenting Catholic thought 
to Catholic workers 

the Catholic Workers’ School 
presents a program of Catholic Action 
based on Catholic thought. 

The program of the Catholic Workers’ 
School 

is a three-point program: 

1. Round-table Discussions 

2. Houses of Hospitality 

3. Farming Communes. 

Round-Table Discussions 

We need Round-Table Discussions 

to keep trained minds from being academic. 
We need Round-Table Discussions 

to keep untrained minds from being super- 
ficial. 

We need Round-Table Discussions 

to learn from scholars 

how things would be, 

if they were as they should be. 

We need Round-Table Discussions 

to learn from scholars 

how a path can be made 

from things as they are 

to things as they should be. 
Communes 

We nced Communes 

to hulp the unemployed 

to help themselves. 

We need Communes 

to make scholars out of workers 

and workers out of scholars, 

to substitute a technique of ideals 
for our technique of deals. 


We need Communes 
to create a new socicty 


within the shell of the old 
with the philosophy of the new, 
which is not a new philosophy 
but a very old philosophy, 
a philosophy so old 
that it looks like new. 

PETER MAURIN 


